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Earldom of Ripon, as a qualification for the first available
Garter, his other two conditions being also conceded.1

This was the high-water mark of his career. Lord
Grey's premises in regard to the Garter and a Secretary-
ship of State were not fulfilled, for in the following
year Ripon resigned, together with Stanley, Graham,
and the Duke of Richmond, on the Irish Church question.
Lord Stratford de Redcliffe says in his Memoirs * that
this was the " ostensible " reason, and in a sense he is
probably right, for, although Ripon was a strong
Churchman, he was too sensible of his personal interests
not to be influenced by the fact that the Grey adminis-
tration was undoubtedly moribund, and that public
opinion was tending more and more towards Sir Robert
Peel, who, by a lucky accident, was one of the oldest
of his personal friends. Peel's chance, however, did
not come for another seven years, but Ripon meanwhile
became a convinced Conservative, and indeed, so
rapidly, that already in $839 he was prepared to take
office under PeeL* Two years later, when the Melbourne
administration came to an end, and Psel succeeded to
the Premiership, Ripon was appointed President of the
Board of Trade, with Gladstone as Vice-President, He
failed to agree with his brilliant assistant, who has placed
on record thatIC in a very short time I came to form a
low estimate of the knowledge and information of Lord
Ripon/'* In 1843 hv was transferred to the Board of
Control, but his official life was now practically at an
end. His political influence was gone, his parliamentary
usefulness had long been exhausted, and it was intended

1 GreviHe'a account {Journal, vol. H, pp* 365*7) is substantially accurate,
but he is wrong in stating, apparently on Goderich's authority, that the
of er of the Garter or of any other compensation came from the King* A
draft of a letter from Goderich to Lord Grey, ia his own handwriting, dated
March 27, 1833, explicitly states that he proposed the transaction to the
King that morning.

*  Lano-Poole; Stratford Canning, vol. ii, p. 35,

*  Parker * Sir Robert Pecl> vol. ii, p. 394.

*  Morley; Gladstone, vol* i, p. 250